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Binns’ Childhood and Youth
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NORTH SEA

Hadrian‘s wall

Liverpool

Binns grew up in
Peterborough with his
uncle William Binns, a
tailor, and William’s
family, and then with
BEERNEIC his uncle Walter, who

DCEAN

worked on the railroad

PoldhutgThe Lizard




When he was 10,
Binns heard a
recording of the

Lord’s Prayer

at an agricultural fair
In Peterborough

Edison and his Phonograph



Telegraph office

At age 13,
Binns became a messenger at the
Great Eastern Railway
Telegraph Office.



Due to a horrific accident at
age 14 that nearly severed
his legs,

Binns spent a year in :"::'?," acTiame oo 703 L \: :,m.-:: "&‘:::'*:T“?.?'::‘.'::
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traction, lying on his back... EEEEEEEEEEs itk b e drae i i of e, whic s e

..now he had plenty of time to study!



When he returned to
work at the railroad,
he was promoted to
junior operator.
He learned how to
use all three methods
of communication
available.

Single needle apparatus and double paddle key from the Peterborough Great Eastern Railway
Telegraph Office. Photos courtesy Sidney Harbour, Peterborough UK;

Phonophore drawing from Langdon Davies Langdon-Davies, C. An Explanation of the
Phonophore and More Especially of the Simplex Phonophore Telegraph. Kegan Paul, Trench,

Trubner and Co., London, 1891



NORTH SEA

Hadrian‘e wall

East Riding

Colchest

®1.0ndon

1901 (age 17): senior officer
second in charge at the
Colchester offices:
Binns learned how to modify
and repair instruments

ATLANTIC
DCEAN
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Joining the Marconi Companies



In 1904, went to
Marconi Company's
Wireless Telegraphy

training school at Liverpool,

finished training 4 3»

in 3 months |
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_ Jack Binns
(usual time: 6 to 10 months) in his
Marconi

Cap



Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse

Kaiserin
Augusta
Viktoria

Bliicher

Grosser Kiirfurst

Some German ships on which
Binns sailed, 1905 ~ 1908




SELLING THE DAILY NEWSPAPER ON EGOARD THE HAMEURG AMER1-

New York Tribune,
October 7th, 1906

Daily news at sea
made possible!

In 1906 Marconi
equipped German
ships to receive
messages from both
Poldhu and Cape
Cod, making daily
newspapers with
headlines available
for the first time.



First wireless message sent in
the Arctic,
by Binns, July 1906

“While the midnight sun
shines down upon the
Northern seas, the
steamship Bliicher
greets old Arcticus with
the first radio message
ever transmitted within
his magic and
mysterious circle.”

...but there was nobody to answer.



In 1908, non-Germans were barred from operating

wireless on German ships =>

Binns assigned to carry out research on
counterpoise wireless antenna performance in the sands

of the English Channel coast
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Paddle steamer,
Ostende-Dover
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To Killarney

An Irish Interlude:
Crookhaven/
Brow Head

SRS August-December

Skibbereen

® Goleen
® Coast Guard Station
Crookhaven

.
Mizeen .Brov Head
Head

Atlantic Ocean
eFastnet

Photo of Brow Head A
by Pieter Bos, 2008 [ ...



The Republic
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RMS Republic - 1903-1909



Certificate of Proficiency in Radiotelegraphy

)’

granted by the Postmaster-General.

E IS 18 tO Certlf? that, under the provisions of the
Radiotelegraphic Convention, Mr. %\Vﬁo/é’u\ aorn A3 “ano  has been

examined in Radiotelegraphy and has passed in—

(@) The adjustment of apparagus.

(b) Transmission and sound-reading at a s of not less than 20 words
a minute.

(¢) Knowledge of the regulations applicable to the exchange of radio-

telegraphic traffic.

The holder’s practical knowledge of adjustment was tested on a
g il

m)\-_c,m set of apparatus.* His knowledge of other systems is

shown below :—

It is also certified hereby that the holder has made a declaration that he

will preserve the secrecy of correspondence.

Signature of examining officer

v A &

mployment of the em, but merely to

in which he v ested for adjustment o aratus.

Assignment to the
RMS Republic
required that
Binns obtain a
Certificate of Proficiency

iIn Radiotelegraphy
25 November 1908



RMS Republic at Naples

Binns withessed the
aftermath of the Messina
earthquake of December

1908



MARCONI. STATION, WHITE STAR LINER REPUBLIC

The Marconi cabin
on the RMS Republic (?)



The Republic’s wireless equipment



The collision between the
Florida and the Republic



T
-
e
25
- TR
~\'_ S50
-
S
>
v

ATTIR IR LA NN TR SILOTILID AN TTRHE COoOLLIMION
LA RE O L LN R \ T s ST T .

The collision, January 23rd, 1909
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The wrecked deck of the Republic, with the
carpenter and the carpenter’s assistant



The "CQD"



A short history of CQD and SOS - |

« Marconi adopted CQ in 1902 from the wired
telegraph signal “CQ,” meaning calling all stations

« “D” added in 1904, because of minor
misunderstandings; letter chosen to stand for
“distress.”

e “SOS” introduced for German ships in 1905 -- does
NOT represent any specific letters, but is easy to
recognize.



A short history of CQD and SOS - |l

Second International
Radiotelegraphic Convention,
1906, adopts SOS, to go into
effect in 1908.

Not used by Marconi operators
because the U.S. had not
ratified the Convention kB |
The US Senate ratified the i i i
Convention April 3, 1912, to Taft returning to the U.S., 1908.
become effective May 25, 1912, On ship, he talked about SOS

T P with Binns.
after the sinking of the Titanic. As president, he pushed

ratification of the Convention.




Marconi wireless key with side lever
Photo courtesy Tom Perera, http://w1tp.com

In the dark, Binns broke the side key, and had to hold it
together in order to transmit.
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The Marconi Station
at
Siasconset

Wireless station, Siascoaset, Ivlass., where the "C.Q. D." ressage was recerved from the Republic




Jack Irwin was on duty and
picked up the signal, and
passed on the CQD to ships
In the vicinity, and news of
the event to the world.
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700 PASSENGERS AND CREW
SAVED BY STEAMER FLORIDA

WEATHER=Fogay and sild lu-alght
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e
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Disabled by Collision
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OTHER VESSEL IN CRASH IS
MISSING; MAY HAVE SUNK. o
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ltalian Liner Florida Takss Off Passengers and
Crew—"Repunlic Will Sink Within
Two Hours " Said Last
Mcssame
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The story arrives in the press as it was happening,

thanks to wireless!
New York Evening World, January 23, 1909.



The Rescue



Transfer

from the

Republic
to the
Florida

New York Evening World
January 25, 1909




The doughty men of the Republic who rowed and rowed!
Photo courtesy Paul O’'Brien, whose uncle was the
Republic’'s quartermaster






Rescued Survivors ot Ship Crash Cheering .
Capt. Ranson on Bridge as Baltic Reaches Pier RMS Baltic ~

the rescue
ship
Passengers
and crew from
both the
Florida and
the Republic
were rowed to
her -
1522 people
in all.




Ships congregating around the
Republic

Lucania Republic New York



Lifeboats being hoisted on board after
bringing crew back to the Republic -- Binns
and Sealby are aft.



The Republic, January 24th

Photo taken by a Republic passenger from the Baltic.




The crushed bow
of the Florida

WHAT HAPPENED TO THE "FLORIDA™

This is all that remained of her bow
after the collision. This photograph
was taken in a Brookhn dock.




The aftermath



The Chearus Olris Vinehed Arvund Deans and Yrelea s HMabhisenles Milos.

The recognition!




BINNS'SSTORY OF
WIRELESS WORK

Republic’s Operator Gives The
Times the First Account of
His Long Vigil,

ISIGNALS FROM BROKEN KEY

|
 With One Hand He Holds It To-
gother and with the Other
Flashes Appeals for Aid.

——

SIASCONSETT REPLIED FIRST

e ——

“All Right, Old Man; Where Are Youl™
~Then Came the Daltic and Other
Shipe—Tribute to Capt. Sealby.

New York Times
January 27, 1909



Talk of Binns, and America Grins

"CQD" Binns

Cartoon by Robert Carter in the New York American, January 27, 1909



‘ ®
4 n | A !

R !

Binns and Tattersall receive
gold watches from Marconi




The CQD medal
presented to the
crews of the
Republic, the
Florida, and the
Baltic by the
Republic’'s
passengers



From the
“Boy’s Own Annual” 1909

Medal from the Société des
Sauveteurs de la Seine




Publicity for Marconi’'s wireless!



Marconi was thrilled about
the advertising value of the
disaster!

C.0.Dirns €, Q. D e €. (), D e C. Q. D,
CROSSING THE ATLANTIC WITH WIRELESS HERO )

“JACK" BINNS--.TO-DAY'S EVENING WORLD 3
C.0.D. C. Q. D G, Q. D,

mmmmi Newspaper articles, advertising cards, “Via
Wireless” at Luna Park, and the 3rd ever

. a Electrical Show at Madison Square Garden
: : PLE ! .": ) “',j x ~_Above is x: :\-;\::‘<)Nx" Signa
) - A HO

MARCONI WI TELJX h"\l”(() QOF AMERICA




Binns goes back to sea



Captain E J Smith
of the Adriatic, Olympic,
and Titanic

Binns on the Adriatic, 1910



Captain Inman Sealby
After the sinking of the
Republic he could no longer
captain a

British ship because there
was no inquiry.

There was no
inquiry into the
sinking of the
Republic,
%,

SO no lessons
were learned...

The sinking of
the Titanic may
have been the
result.



The Olympic
leaving Belfast

Binns was scheduled to sail on
the Olympic with Smith, but...

...Ismay was worried that Binns

would bring bad publicity to his J. Bruce Ismay,
new ships. Head of the

White Star Line



Alice Ann MacNiff
at the time of her marriage to
Jack Binns, 1914




This illustration shows the wireless
station atop the Wanamaker store in
New York City.

Wanamaker
wireless

Binns, now newspaperman, and the
Titanic disaster

B TVG coN way 70 MEET.CARPATHIA: ~ &' @

On the tug
Mary Scully




irls 1958

Binnsy and his g



The future?



